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FERNANDA D‘AGOSTINO

Lebt in  Port land,  Oregon,  USA

Arbei tet  hauptsächl ich mit  Video und Sound

Die Insta l lat ionskünst ler in Fernanda D’Agost ino,  arbei -

tet  hauptsächl ich mit  Video,  F i lm und  Fotograf ie .  Zudem 

gesta l tet  s ie  Skulpturen und Kunst  im öf fent l ichen Raum. 

Sei t  1984 hat  Fernanda zahl re iche  Kunstprojekte im öf-

fent l ichen Raum, u.a.  in  Oregon,  Washington,  Kal i forn ien 

und Ar izona gesta l tet  und hatte v ie le  E inzel– und Grup-

penausste l lungen.  S ie  is t  St ipendiat in der  Bonnie Bronson 

Gesel lschaft  und der  F l int r idge St i f tungsgesel lschaft  und 

erhäl t  s taat l iche Förderungen für  ihre Insta l lat ionsarbei ten 

von den Bundesstaaten Oregon und Montana.  In  den letzten 

Jahren hat  Fernanda durch d ie Zusammenarbei t  mit  Labo-

ren und Wissenschaftszentren in ihrer  Heimatstadt  Port land 

e in besonderes Interesse an der  Wissenschaft  entwickel t . 

Ihre aktuel le  Videoinsta l lat ion ‘Mot ion Studies’  ref lekt ier t 

d iesen Schnit tpunkt  zwischen Kunst  und Wissenschaft  und 

wurde in Port land,  Frankre ich und China ausgeste l l t . 

Für  d ie  Ausgabe FERNFELD.01 – YICHANG hat  Fernanda 

D’Agost ino  das Video mit  dem Ti te l  ‘L iv ing Cal l igraphy’  bei -

gesteuert .  Es  is t  der  Beginn e ines umfangre ichen Projektes 

über  China.  Während ihres Aufenthal tes  in  Yichang war s ie 

fasz in ier t  von den s ich wiederholenden,  rhythmischen Ge-

sten,  d ie  s ie  in  Form von Insekten,  Menschen,  der  Witterung 

und sogar  den Geräuschen umgaben.  Wenn Kultur  in  der 

Natur  entsteht ,  so s ind d ie Wurzeln der  Chines ischen Kal l i -

graphie in  Yichang und se iner  Umgebung zugegen.

WEB: 

nandada@aol .com

FERNANDA D‘AGOSTINO

Lives in  Port land,  Oregon,  USA

Art is t ,  works mainly  with insta l lat ions and publ ic  ar t

The Amer ican Insta l lat ion art is t  Fernanda D’Agost ino,  works 

mainly  with insta l lat ion and publ ic  ar t .  S ince 1984 Fernan-

da has completed severa l  publ ic  ar t  commiss ions,  a.o.  in 

Oregon,  Washington,  Cal i forn ia,  Ar izona and Washington. 

She has exhib i ted her  work in nat ional  and internat ional 

gal ler ies .  She is  a  rec ip ient  of  a Bonnie Bronson Fel lowship, 

the F l int r idge Foundat ion Fel lowship,  pro ject  grants  f rom 

the Nat ional  Endowment for  the Arts  and the Andy Warhol 

Foundat ion,  and state sponsored fe l lowships in  Montana 

and Oregon,  for  her  s tudio work as a v ideo insta l lat ion ar-

t is t .  In  recent  years ,  Fernanda developed a spec ia l  interest 

in  sc ience as she worked on projects  for  labs and sc ience 

centers  in  the region.  Her  current  v ideo insta l lat ion project , 

Mot ion Studies,  ref lects  th is  interest  in  the intersect ion of 

Art  and Sc ience and has been exhib i ted in Port land,  France 

and China.

For  the issue of  FERNFELD.01 – YICHANG, Fernanda 

D’Agost ino contr ibuted a v ideo cal led L iv ing Cal l igraphy, 

a sketch for  a larger  p iece about China.  Dur ing her  t ime 

at  Y ichang she was int r igued by the repet i t ive,  rhythmic 

gestures,  that  were a l l  around in the movements of  insects . 

people,  weather ,  even in the sounds.  I f  cu l ture spr ings f rom 

nature,  the roots  of  the poet ic  gestures of  Chinese ca l l igra-

phy surrounded her  as she explored Yichang and i ts  envi -

rons.

WEB: 

nandada@aol .com



L iv ing Cal l igraphy -  Video,  2008 No Ti t le  -  Photograph,  2008



No Ti t le  -  Photograph,  2008

SHOWS (SELECTED SHOWS & PERFORMANCES):

2008 Mot ion Studies-E l izabeth Leach Gal lery ,  Port land 

2007 F l ight  Studies-E l izabeth Leach Gal lery ,  Port land OR

2001 Theater  of  Memory/Secrets  of  Shadows,  E l izabeth Le-

ach Gal lery ,  Port land,  OR                                            

1996 Imagining the Other  S ide,  E l izabeth Leach Gal lery , 

Port land,  OR

1995 Wishing Trees,  P ioneer  Courthouse Square,  Port land, 

1994 Fate,  (with K.  Edmunds) ,  E l izabeth Leach Gal lery , 

Port land,  OR

1993 Abundance and Scarc i ty ,  Land based insta l lat ion,  Ma-

ry lhurst  Univers i ty ,  OR

1992 Trans lat ions,  E l izabeth Leach Gal lery ,  Port land,  OR

1991 Traveler ’s  Rest ,  in  col laborat ion with Dennis  K i tz 

(sound) ,  Randolph,  Vermont

1989 Offer ing,  Art  Gym, Mary lhurst  Col lege,  Port land, 

1989 El izabeth Leach Gal lery ,  Port land,  OR

1986 In Bocca Al  Lupo,  Yel lowstone Art  Center ,  B i l l ings, 

Montana

1985 Myth Makers ,  Hockaday Center  for  the Arts ,  Kal ispel l , 

Montana

1984 La Conoscenza del la  Nonna,  Gal lery  of  Visual  Arts , 

Univers i ty  of  Montana.

1983 Animal  Magnet ism, performance,  Par is  Gibson Square, 

Montana  

1983 L iv ing Dol l ,  per formance,  Ontar io Col lege of  Art ,  New 

York Ci ty

   

SELECTED GROUP SHOWS:

2008 Rencontres Internat ionales Sc iences et  Cinémas,  Mar-

se i l le 

2008 809 INIAF,  Y ichang,  China

2004 23 on 9th,  E l izabeth Leach Gal lery ,  Port land,  OR

2003 Core Sample;  Port l .  Inst i tute for  Contemporary  Art

2000 Wonder Women, Art  Gym, Mary lhurst ,  OR

1998 Here/Now Tidbi t  Gal lery ,  Port l . ,Curated by R.  Gragg

1998 Ref lect ions,  SeaFi rst  Gal lery ,  Seatt le ,  WA

1997 Penetrat ing Image,  The Univ.  of  Ar izona 

Museum of  Art ,  Tucson

1996 Fabr icat ion & Col laborat ion,  Art  Gym, Mary lhurst 

Col lege,  OR

1995 Four Northwest  Art is ts  in  Search of  Values,  Eth ics  and 

Morals ,  Vol lum Gal lery ,  Reed Col lege,  Port land,  OR

1995 Internat ional  Women‘s  Conference,  Seatt le  Center , 

1993 Chairs :  Embodied Objects ,  The Western Gal lery , 

Western Wash- ington Univers i ty ,  Bel l ingham, WA 

1993 Crosscut ,  Port land Art  Museum, Port land,  OR

1993 USA Today,  Text ie lmuseum of  the Nether lands, 

T i lburg,  Nether lands,  Hels ink i ,  F in land 

1992 Sculpture in the Landscape,  Art  Gym, Mary lhurst , 

1992 Part i t io ,  per formance col laborat ion and insta l lat ion 

d i rected and curated by Kr is ty  Edmunds,  Port land,  OR

1992 The Issue is  Water ,  Donna Beam Fine Art  Gal lery ,  Uni-

vers i ty  of  Nevada,  Las Vegas

1990 Scr ipps Ceramics Annual ,  Lang Gal lery ,  Claremont, 

1989 F iber  Convergence‘89,  Art  Phase I ,  Chicago,  I l l inois 

1988 East  meets  West ,  Contemporary  Crafts ,  Port land, 

1988 Plus Clay,  Northwest  Art is ts ’  Workshop,  Port land, 

1987 Front iers  in  F iber ,  United States State Department

1987 Introduct ions 87,  Museo I ta lo Amer icano,  SF

1987 Art /Aids,  Northwest  Art is ts ’  Workshop,  Port land, 

1987 Erot ics ’87,   Northwest  Art is ts ’  Workshop,  Port land, 

1986 Thi rd Western States Biennia l ,  Brooklyn Museum, 

Brooklyn,  NY

1985 Discover ies  I I ,  Lawndale,  Univers i ty  of  Houston, 

1985 Art  Quest ‘85,  Univers i ty  Art  Museum, Cal i forn ia State 

Univers i ty

1984 F iber  Nat ional  ‚84,  Adams Memoria l  Gal lery ,  Dunki rk, 
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1984 Montana:  New Direct ions,  Yel lowstone Art  Center 

1984 People‘s  Republ ic  of  China Exchange Exhib i t ion,  Zhe-

j iang Academy of  F ine Arts ,  Hangzhou,  China 

SELECTED PUBLIC ART:

2008 66th Avenue Gateway;  East  Bay Tra i l ;  Oakland,  CA

2008 The Long View, Laveen Water  Conveyance Channel 

Tra i l ,  Phoenix ,  Ar izona

2007 SouthTrans i t  Mal l ,  “Watershed Patterns”,  Tr i -Met, 

2007 Bethesda,  Mary land Urban Renewal ,  Dist r ic t -Lead Ar-

t is t  

2006 Mayfa i r  Community  Center ,  San Jose,  Cal i forn ia

2006 SoundTrans i t  SeaTac Ai rport  L ink Stat ion P laza,  Ce-

lest ia l  Navigat ion Video Insta l lat ion,  SeaTac,  Washington

2006 Everett  Community  Col lege,  Art  and Sc ience Bui ld ing, 

Theory of  Everyth ing Plaza Everett  WA

2005 Lewis  & Clark Bicentennia l  Monument at  B lue Lake 

Park,  Echoes of  Nichaqwl i ,  commemorat ion of  a Nat ive 

Amer ican v i l lage v is i ted by the Voyage of  Discovery .  Deve-

loped in col laborat ion with the Grand Ronde Tr ibal  Cul ture 

Counci l

2004 Harborv iew Medical  Center  Campus Green,  Seatt le , 

Washington

2004-2006 Lead Des ign Team Art is t ;  New Columbia

2002-2004 Smith and Bybee Lakes Restorat ion,  Port land 

2001-2003 Water  Qual i ty  Test ing Lab,  Seatt le

2001-2003 Harborv iew Medical  Center  Campus Master 

P lan,  Seatt le 

2001-2004 Over look Stat ion,  Interstate Max L ightra i l , 

Port land,  OR

2000-2004 Greenwood Branch L ibrary ,  Seatt le

2002 Unseen Wor lds,  B.E.S. ,  Des ign Team Art is t ,  Wet Wea-

ther  Treatment Fac i l i ty  ,  Port land,  OR 

2001 Master  P lanning Art is t ;  K lamath Tr ibal  Park Chi l iquin, 

OR F l int  Knapping Place

2001 Master  P lan,  Down Town Klamath Fal ls ,  Water f ront 

Gateway

1999-2003 Tacoma L ink L ight  Rai l ,  Lead Des ign Team Ar-

t is t ,  Tacoma

1999 Design Team Art is t ,  Southwest  Community  Aquat ics 

Center

1998 Design Team Art is t  Wel ler  St reet  Br idge Between Cul-

tures,  WA

1997 Design Team Art is t  Voice of  the River ,  Greenway,  Na-

t ional  Park Serv ice/NEA Urban Tra i ls  P i lot  Pro ject

1997 Doernbecher  Chi ldren‘s  Hospi ta l  Wait ing Room, Peep 

Holes

1994 Art is t  Des ign Team Member,  Wests ide L ight  Rai l  - 

Hi l l sboro;  Extens ion,  Port land,  OR                              

1993 Project  Art is t ,  Wests ide L ight  Rai l  -  Wet lands Stat ion/

Mer lo Nature Tra i l

SELECTED AWARDS:

2006 Project  of  the Month:  Tacoma stat ions l ink enginee-

r ing,  archi tecture and art ,  Seatt le  Dai ly  Journal  of  Com-

merce,  Cla i r  Enlow

2004 Over look Park Stat ion,  se lected for  “Publ ic  Art 

Network’s“,  Nat ional  „Year  in  Review“

2003 Tacoma City  Counci l  Spec ia l  Pro jects  Award for  Publ ic 

Art

2001 F l int r idge Foundat ion Fel lowship,  mid career  award

2001 10 Best  New Sports  Fac i l i t ies  in  the USA, Athlet ics 

Magazine,  Gabr ie l  Park Community  Center

2001 Honor Award for  Ci t izen Involvement at  the Ame-

r ican Planning Assoc iat ion and Planning Assoc iat ion of 

Washington‘s  Annual  Awards for  Excel lence in P lanning 

2001 Harborv iew Hospi ta l  Master  P lan Charette

2000 Reg.  Arts  and Culture Counci l  Art is t ‘s  Pro ject  Grant
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1999 Honor Award,  Amer ican Inst i tute of  Archi tects ,  Wel ler 

St reet  Pedestr ian Br idge

1999 Washington Counci l  C iv ic  Des ign Awards Program, 

Wel ler  St reet  Pedestr ian Br idge

1999 Regional  Arts  and Culture Counci l  Profess ional  Deve-

lopment Grant  for  s tudy in Abruzzo,  I ta ly

1995 Bonnie Bronson Award,  Oregon Comm. Foundat ion

1994 Regional  In i t iat ives Art is t ‘s  Pro ject  Grant ,  On the 

Boards,  NEA, Rockefe l ler  Found. ,  Andy Warhol  Found.

1993 Viewers‘  Choice Award,  Crosscut ,  Art  Museum

1992 Metropol i tan Arts  Counci l  (Port land)  project  grant

1991 NEA Regional  In i t iat ives Grant  New Genres,  Vermont 

Arts  Counci l  (With composer  Dennis  K i tz )

1987 Oregon Arts  Counci l  Indiv idual  Fe l lowship

1986 F inal is t :  Rome Pr ize Fe l lowship (Al ternate Fe l low)

1985 NEA Project  Grant ,  through the Yel lowstone Art  Cen-

ter ,  B i l l ings 1985 F inal is t ,  Ful lbr ight  Fe l lowship.                                                                                        

1984 Montana Arts  Counci l  Indiv idual  Art is ts  Fe l lowship

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS /  MEDIA EXPOSURE:

2008 Think out  Loud:  Publ ic  Art ,  Oregon Publ ic  Broadc.

2006 Colors  of   Archi tecture,  Andrew Moor,  R izzol i

2004 Core Sample;  Port l .  Art  Now, R.  Gragg & M. Stadler 	

2004 Video and F i lm at  “Core Sample,” Lois  Al len, 

2004 L ight  Rai l /L ight  Art ,  DK Rowe, The Oregonian (Over-

look Stat ion pra ised as one of  three “great  successes” in a 

mixed rev iew of  Tr i -Met’s  Yel low L ine)

2003 Rip Rap,  What a Dump! Port land Bureau of  Envi ron-

mental  Serv ices Wet lands Restorat ion Project ,  Landscape 

Archi tecture Magazine

2003 Current  Publ ic  Art  in  Port land,  ArtWeek,  June 16th 

2001 F l int r idge Foundat ion Catalogue; 

2002-2003 Fel lowship Winners ,  F l int r idge Foundat ion, 

Pasadena,  Cal i forn ia

2001 Center  of  Attent ion:  Southwest  Community  Center 

Port land Parks and Recreat ion Port land,  Oregon,  des ign, 

construct ion and aqu-at ic  programmes of  community  cent-

re,  Parks & Recreat ion

2001 Art  in  Amer ica;  „Art  Wor ld;  F l int r idge Foundat ion Fel-

lowships“ 

2000 Abundance and Scarc i ty ,  Land Forum Magazine

1999 Female Dominance in Publ ic  Art ,  Cath Bruner ,  Arcade 

Magazine, 

1998 Design Landscape Forum, Peter  Walker ,  Spacemaker 

1996 An Art is t  Addresses Death,  Pamela Tr ice,  Our Town                    	

1996 A death in the fami ly ,  Megan McMorran

1996 Contemporary  Art  in  the Northwest ,  Lo is  Al lan,  Crafts-

man House 

1994 Conceptual  Art  for  Rush Hour,  Randy Gragg,  The Ore-

gonian

1994 Into Obl iv ion,  Lois  Al lan,  Artweek

1994 Art is ts  contemplate Fate,  J .  Weinste in,  The Oreg.

1993 Art  as  a Growing Concern,  R.  Gragg,  The Oreg.

1993 Narrat ives of  Repress ion,  I r i s  Moore,  Ref lex,  p.21

1993 USA Today:Text ie lkunst  tussen Ki tsch,  D. I .  van den 

Bl ink,  Amersfoortse courant  Velvws Dagblad                                

1993 USA Today in F iber  Art ,  Text i le  Muiseum, T i lburg	

1992 T ime /  Space Relat ionships,  Lois  Al lan,  Ref lex

1992 Sculpureal i ty ,  Lo is  Al lan,  Vis ions Magazine,  (Los An-

geles,  Ca. ) 

1992 Part i t io ,  An Interd isc ip l inary  Per formance,  Ref lex 

1992 An Old Age Issue,  Lois  Al lan,  Art  Week

1992 Transposing Myths,  Lois  Al lan,  Ref lex Magazine

1992 An Issue of  Water ,  Jer ry  Schefc ik ,  Donna Beam Art 

Gal lery ,  Univers i ty  of  Nevada,  Las Vegas

1990 Offer ing at  the Art  Gym, Deborah Beers ,  Ref lex 

1989 Northwest  Or ig inals :  Oregon Women and thei r  Art ,  E . 

Nichols ,  InUNISON Publ icat ions Inc.  	

1989 Blurr ing the Border l ines,  Apinan Poshyananda, 
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Bangkok Post                    

1989 Asahi  Shinbun ( Japan) 

1989 Kyoto Shinbun ( Japan)

1988 Front iers  in  F iber ;  The Amer icans,   Mi ldred Constant i -

ne,  United States Informat ion Agency

1986 In Bocca Al  Lupo S.  Mi les ,  Yel lowstone Art  Center

1986 Thi rd Western States Exhib i t ion (cata logue)  Char lotta 

Kot ik ,  Brooklyn Art  Museum

1986 How the Myths and Vio lence of  the West  Inspi re  i ts 

Art is ts ,  M. Brenson,  The New York T imes                  	

1986 Houston Letter ,  Donna Tennant,  Artspace

1985 F iber  Nat ional  ‚84,  E.  A.  Bard,  F iber  Arts  Magazine

1985 Art  Quest ‘85 (Catalogue) ,  Univers i ty  Art  Museum, 

Long Beach 

1985 Art  Noveau,  „Exchange & Explorat ion,  Zhej iang Aca-

demy of  F ine Arts ,  Hangzhou,  China.

1985 Teaching Performance Art  in  Montana,  Randy Bol ton 

and Dennis  Voss,  High Performance Magazine

SELECTED COLLECTIONS:

Houston Museum of  F ine Art ,  Houston,  Texas

Yel lowstone Art  Museum, Bi l l ings,  Montana

New York Publ ic  L ibrary  Art is t ‘s  Books Col lect ion 

Seatt le  Publ ic  L ibrary

Reed Col lege;  Bonnie Bronson Col lect ion

RELATED EXPERIENCES:

2004 Southwest  Washington AIA panel  presentat ion 

“Bui ld ing Tacoma L ink”

2002 Vis i t ing Art is t ;  Rutgers  Univers i ty  Graduate School  of 

Art ,  New Jersey

2001 Panel  Discuss ion;  Art  and Restorat ion;  Soc iety  for 

Ecologica l  Restorat ion Convent ion,  Seatt le ,  WA

2001 Design Team Member;  Oregon Arts  Commiss ion “Arts 

Bui ld Community” Technica l  Advisory  Team

1998 Panel  Discuss ion;  Art  and Landscape Archi tecture; 

ASLA Convent ion,  Port land

1994 Panel  Discuss ion “Art  and Landscape Archi tecture” 

Rai lvo lut ion Conference,  Port land,  Oregon

1985 Art is t  in  Res idence,  one year ,  Oregon Col lege of  Arts 

and Crafts ,  Port land,  OR

1985 Summer res idency,  Art  Park,  Lewistown, New York.
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